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Gathering’s
date pushed
to Oct. 13th

( : ONCORD UNIVERSITY has de-
cided to move all its homecoming
events to Columbus Day weekend,

throwing a wrench in our plans to hold our

Gathering there on the same weekend.

So the ALDHA board voted at its spring
meeting to push back the dates of the
Gathering to Oct. 13, 14 and 15 to avoid
any conflicts and have all the college’s
facilities open to us.

Otherwise, parking would have been
extremely scarce, the cafeteria would have
been packed, large meeting venues would
have been almost non-existent and shower
availability would have been curtailed.

So revise your personal calendars and
mark Friday the 13th in October as your
lucky day to help us celebrate the 25th
anniversary Gathering.

All the relevant information has been
updated on the ALDHA Web site. Unfortu-
nately, the Directory was already in mem-
ber mailboxes when the change in date was
decided, so details about the Gathering have
the wrong date throughout the Directory.

If you can go online, click on the link to
http://www.aldha.org/newsletr/cal06.pdf
and print a new copy of the calendar, which
has the correct dates for the Gathering.

The logo of the 25th anniversary Gath-
ering, designed by JoJo Koby-Burley.

If it was just the football team holding its
homecoming festivities during the Gather-
ing, we might have been able to avoid any
change. But Gathering Coordinator Stacy
Boone reports that every team is now
going to be focusing on that same weekend
for their respective homecomings, so that
made a move on our part necessary.

ALDHA has faced a similar situation in
the past, when events at Concord dictated a
change in the timing for the Gathering after
advance publicity had already gone out.
Members were able to adapt and over-
come, and we hope as hikers we can do so
again this year.

See you all on the 13th of October!

25 years of history
at Friday opening

The opening ceremonies on Friday
night will feature a surprise presenta-
tion being orchestrated by Gathering
coordinators Greg and Stacy Boone.
They prefer not to spill the news here,
but want to make sure everyone
knows to be there when the 25th
anniversary Gathering gets under way
at Concord University on Oct. 13.

Folks who were at the first Gather-
ing in 1982 will receive special recog-
nition. And the centerpiece of the
evening’s events will be the big-
screen debut of Weathercarrot’s new
film looking at 25 years of Gather-
ings. It features full interviews with
ALDHA founder Warren Doyle and
“trail mother” Jean Cashin, as well as
scores of photos from every Gathering
ever held.

Each ALDHA member will eventu-
ally receive a free copy on DVD,
either at the Gathering or by mail.

Special section

A four-page insert on the 25th
anniversary Gathering is includ-
ed in this newsletter. It features
additional information and the
forms you need to fill out if you
want to come and if you want to
do a workshop.

Location for the 2007 Gathering 1s tentatively set

It’s been 10 years since ALDHA held a Gathering in Penn-
sylvania, near the center of the Trail. “Carlisle 96” was the most
well-attended Gathering in our group’s history. Next year, his-
tory may repeat itself, as ALDHA’s board has voted to hold the
2007 Gathering at Gettysburg College in Gettysburg, Pa.

Board member Leslie Mass, a graduate of the college, has
worked out a preliminary agreement with school officials that
would meet almost all of our needs, including showers.

The only detail, it would seem, is to find a spot for camping
that can accommodate parking and port-a-potties. There are
several private campgrounds all around Gettysburg, as well as
numerous inexpensive motels. There is also Caledonia State
Park, on the A.T., about 10 miles away on Route 30.

The likelihood of future Gatherings at Hanover, N.H., looks
fairly bleak because of rising costs and a lack of facilities, so we
hope Gettysburg works out as our alternative site to Concord.
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Coordinator’s report

hile we’ll be well into summer
as this arrives in your mailbox,
it’s being written as the leaves

are just beginning to leaf out, hikers are
out on the AT and heading for the PCT
and CDT, and we’ve just completed the
annual Spring Steering Committee Meet-
ing during seemingly traditional torrential
rains while at the Blackburn ATC Center.
Much news was generated there and on
the lead up to the meeting.

First things first; Sanne “Ready” and
Chris “Spur” Bagby have headed for the
CDT. Bill O’Brien has graciously agreed
to take Ready’s place and act as our
newsletter editor for this issue and the next
issue. Touching on Bill, the directory is
another truly wonderful edition which Bill
managed to complete while also handling
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stressful family issues. While there was a
problem with a delay at the printer, I
would like to remind our members that our
membership year now starts on January
Ist and that ALDHA has moved to using
bulk mail, both of which contribute to
some delay for the delivery of the directo-
ry. Bill has my deepest thanks for all his
efforts on ALDHA'’s part!

The biggest piece of news is the change
of the Gathering date to October 13-15,
the weekend FOLLOWING Columbus
Day. This was necessitated by a conflict
with Concord University’s Homecoming
weekend, and the board agreed that with
all the effort to make this 25th anniversary
Gathering the best one ever it made sense
to move it to a weekend when we could be
better accommodated. Stacy and Greg
have the Gathering preparations well in
hand, and as soon as the work to accom-
modate the change in dates is completed
Stacy plans to lace up her hiking boots and
head for a long section of the CDT her-
self, we’re all wishing her some great hik-
ing. And speaking of the Gathering — be
sure to look for the special edition 25th
anniversary merchandise!

Looking ahead to future Gatherings the
board is working hard on the possibility-
of a Pennsylvania location for 2008.
Right now planning is in the early stages
so I prefer not to make any disclosures,
but I would like to thank Leslie Mass for
all her hard work.

ALDHA has always tried to give back
to the trail as funds allow, this year the
board voted funds to supply lunch to the
post Trail Days Hardcore trail crew. Also

on the financial side the board has voted
to increase the cost of a life membership
to $200 effective Jan. 1, 2007, so you still
have time to get in under the old rate of
$150 — and I consider that the deal of a
lifetime!

Also coming at the Gathering is the
business meeting and elections. Please
contact me if you have any resolutions or
motions you would like to present. Sue
“Mama Lipton” Spring has announced
her desire to retire from the Membership
Secretary position, while Frank “Nomad”
Burley has reached the end of the term
that he graciously agreed to serve as Trea-
surer. I would like to thank them for all
their hard work, I'll miss them but will
look forward to seeing them at many
future Gatherings! There will also be three
Member-at-Large board positions open.
Anyone with a possible interest in or ques-
tions about any of these positions should
contact me or any of the board members.

Lastly, you’ll notice just how much of
this column is dedicated to the volunteers
that make ALDHA run. You can look
forward to me looking for more volun-
teers during the Gathering, for all
ALDHA does it doesn’t happen by itself!
Among other positions we will be looking
for are a Thru-Hikers Companion editor
for 2008 and someone to drive the En-
dangered Services Campaign in 2007.

Hoping to see you all at the Gathering

Happy Hiking!

it

Aug. 1, 2006

cost-saving move by the ALDHA board.

Deadlines, Etc.

For the next 2 issues of The Long Distance Hiker ,
Nov. 15, 2006 /

Stories, letters, artwork, notices and
other items will be gratefully accepted.
Editor’s note: Our newsletter editor, Sanne Larsen Bagby, is

hiking the Continental Divide Trail so the next two issues are
being guest edited. This issue has been cut to 8 pages as a

Send your submissions for the Aug. 1 deadline to Bill O'Brien,
181 Highland Ave., Meriden, CT 06451, or e-mail to aldha@aldha. org
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2006 Membership Directory includes a few surprises

By Sue Spring
Membership Secretary

By now everyone should have received their
2006 ALDHA Directory. It features all the
names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mail
addresses of our members, cross-referenced
by geographic location and trail name. It also
includes a trail calendar with important dates
for 2006, useful information about our 25th
anniversary Gathering, and a memorial tribute
to Larry McDuff.

This year’s special cover was designed by
Al Pointe, an ALDHA member and watercol-
orist who lives in Rhode Island. A color ver-
sion of the artwork has been posted on the
ALDHA Web site.

You have the member names and informa-
tion on hand for reference, but we thought it

might be interesting to dig deeper, taking
stock of where we members are, geographi-
cally speaking. For instance, can you guess
which town or city in America has the most
ALDHA members? You may be surprised!

As of March, when we sent the guide to the
printers, we did an analysis of the member-
ship. We found that the total number of mem-
bers in ALDHA (which is greater than the
actual number of paid memberships, due to the
availability of “family” enrollments) has risen
more than 5 percent over the past year. We
now have about 1,255 members, an increase of
81 members over last year.

In a regional breakdown, membership from
the South, North and West has grown, while
membership from the Central states is essen-
tially stable and membership from outside the
United States has dropped slightly.

The top 10 states are essentially unchanged
between the years; however, Georgia has edged
into the top 10, knocking out Connecticut.

So, which town or city has the most
ALDHA members? Some might take a wild
guess and say Harpers Ferry, and you'd be
close. Others might pick another trail town, or
at least a city in one of the 14 states traversed
by the trail, like Blacksburg, Va., Charlotte,
N.C., or even New York City, which are all
top contenders this year. But if you did choose
one of them, you’d be wrong.

In what can only be termed as a surprise to
the Directory editor, Bill O’Brien, the 13
members from Louisville, Ky., stand at the top
of the heap, outranking the 11 members from
the “Big Apple” to make “The Falls City” the
No. 1 locality for ALDHA members.

Go Louisville!

Northbound starters
surpass 2005 numbers

By Laurie Potteiger
Appalachian Trail Conservancy

According to Mountain Crossings at the
Walasi-Yi Center (30 miles north of Springer
Mountain at Neels Gap), 815 northbound thru-
hikers had reached Neels Gap as of April 7.

Estimating that 15 per-
cent drop out at or before
Neels Gap or do not sign
in there, we are calculat-
ing that about 959 thru-
hikers have started at .
Springer so far this year.
That is an increase of about 20 percent over
last year’s estimated 793 starters on the same
date.

Amicalola Falls State Park registered 492
northbound thru-hikers through March 5. Last
year, they counted 525 for the same time peri-
od. Shorter hours for the visitor center may
account for part of the decrease in numbers,
or more hikers may be heading directly to
Springer.

At this date we can assume over 95% of the
2005 thru-hike completion reports are now in.
Of the estimated 1392 northbound starters for
last year, 338 reported completing their hikes
to the Appalachian Trail Conservancy.

That means the completion rate last year
was 24 percent. If the number reporting to
ATC seems high, consider that 538 signed in
as northbound thru-hikers at the Kennebec
Ferry. In Harpers Ferry, we photographed
682 identifying themselves as northbound
thru-hikers.

Just in time for the Gathering

T-shirts and bandanas commemorating the
25th anniversary Gathering are now on sale
through the Web site, at aldha.org/sale.htm,

or by mailing a check with coupon at right.

The shirts are gray and feature the ALDHA
logo in orange-red, with the No. 25 superim-
posed over it. (See Page 1 for a sample logo.)

There is no printing on the back.

The bandanas are an orangey red, with the

T-shirt, bandana order form

25th logo stitched in a corner. The No. 25 is
printed in silver. Both feature the tagline of
this year’s Gathering: “Got miles, got smiles!”

Color photos of the items are available on
ALDHA’s Web site. The T-shirts, which are
made of 100 percent pre-shrunk cotton, come
in sizes Medium, Large and X-Large. Please
specify your size when ordering.

Quantity | Item :Size: Price i Total

T-shirt m 510 plus

$2 S+H

- shi $10 plus

T-shirt L $2 S+H

) $10 plus

T-shirt X-L $2 S+H

$6 plus

Bandana: n/a 50¢ S+H
TOTAL ORDER $

Malil this coupon with a check for total
amount to ALDHA, 10 Benning St.
PMB 224, West Lebanon, NH 03784.
Make checks payable to ALDHA.

Meet your treasurer: Frank ‘Nomad’ Burley

Frank “Nomad” Burley was raised in
Laconia, N.H. Upon completing high
school, he enlisted in the Navy. Over the
next 30 years he served in various positions
ashore and afloat as an enlisted man, officer

Florida and Colorado. Nomad has done trail
maintenance projects on the A.T. as well as
volunteer work at ATC headquarters.

In addition to volunteer work, Nomad has
been active as a trail angel, providing a pay-

and civilian employee.

Nomad became interested in long-dis-

tance hiking after following his son,

“Hooty,” on his 1997 A.T. thru-hike. In
1998, Nomad completed the first of his two
thru-hikes of the A.T., the second coming in

2000.

Since hiking the A.T., Nomad has thru-
hiked the Pennine Way in England and

hiked several shorter trails in New England,

back in the name of those trail angels who
were a big part of his hike.

Frank is married to Elizabeth Jolene Koby-
Burley, whom he met at Gooch Gap while on
his second hike of the Appalachian Trail in
2000. Nomad is a life member of the Appa-
lachian Trail Conservancy and the Appalach-
ian Long Distance Hikers Association.

His term as treasurer will end in the fall,
as he is not seeking re-election.



For office use only 2006 ALDHA
Membership Form Date / /

T MemS A .
ees em=ee mount (Please print neatly!)

Name(s) Date Current ALDHA member? QdYes O No

Address City, State, ZIP

Phone (with area code) E-mail

Trail Name(s) Home page

Trails completed and years they were hiked

Membership (choose one)

U Enclosed is $7 for my 2006 annual membership in ALDHA. (It's $7 per family. Memberships run Jan. 1 to Dec. 31.)
U Enclosed is $14 for my 2006 and 2007 membership in ALDHA.
U Enclosed is $150 for a Lifetime membership in ALDHA. (Yearly Gathering fee of $10 per person NOT included.)

Please accept my tax-deductible donation to ALDHA, a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
Please accept my tax-deductible donation to the Appalachian Trail Museum, a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization. (Use a separate check made payable to A.T. Museum.)

Make checks or money orders payable to ALDHA
For the Gathering, send this with payment no later than Aug. 1 to ALDHA, 10 Benning St., PMB 224, West Lebanon, NH 03784

Appalachian Long Distance

Hikers Association .
. Nonprofit Org
10 Benning St., PMB 224 U.S. Postage
West Lebanon, NH 03784 PAID
Asheville, NC
Address Service Requested permit #607




